Inhibition of human killer cells by autologous lymphocytes.
Human antibody-dependent cellular cytotoxicity (ADCC) mediated by K cells is shown in this study to be inhibited by autologous lymphocytes. Inhibitor activity resides in a population of lymphocytes lacking Fc receptors, i.e., depletion of Fc receptor-bearing lymphocytes on immobolized enriches for inhibition. A T cell-enriched population does not inhibit. The effect is not steric inhibition since addition of large numbers of sheep or chicken erythrocytes does not decrease ADCC. Spontaneous cytotoxicity mediated by NK cells in the absence of added antibody is not inhibited by the FcR-depleted population, indicating that K and NK cells differ from each other in this respect.